Oceania Case Study

East Oceania and West Oceania, two bordering states, are both members of the UN.  Ethnic unrest occurs in the K2 region of West Oceania, close to the East Oceania border, primarily involving West Oceania citizens of East Oceania descent. West Oceania police forces use force to crush the dissent and thousands flee into East Oceania.

East Oceania sends troops into the K2 region and takes over its administration. West Oceania authorities are furious. They send their own troops into a portion of East Oceania territory. The President of West Oceania also threatens to go to war unless the East Oceania troops are immediately removed from its territory. 
 
East Oceania refers the matter to the Security Council. The Council deliberates upon the matter and decides that both states must remove their troops from each other's territory. The Council also requires the West Oceania government to respect the rights of East Oceania minorities in its territory, and to pay compensation for injuries done to their homes and property. 

East Oceania removes its troops from K2. West Oceania refuses to either recognize the Council's jurisdiction over the matter or move its own troops. The third state of Islandia wishes to lend its troops to East Oceania to help repel West Oceania forces from the latter's territory, in compliance with the Council's decision. All three states have accepted the jurisdiction of the Permanent Court of International Justice and the matter is referred to the Court. 

Iraq Case Study

On Feb. 5, U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell came before the United Nations Security Council and laid out the Bush administration's case against Iraq. As a hushed chamber listened intently, Secretary Powell detailed a web of evidence against Saddam Hussein's regime. 

Powell's argument could be divided into two main tracks. The first centered on the premise that Iraq had to face the penalties for having flouted numerous Security Council resolutions. "Last Nov. 8, this council passed Resolution 1441 by a unanimous vote," the secretary said. "The purpose of that resolution was to disarm Iraq of its weapons of mass destruction. Iraq had already been found guilty of material breach of its obligations, stretching back over 16 previous resolutions and 12 years."

After asserting that Iraq still maintained a banned weapons program and had not complied with inspectors as required, Powell noted: "Iraq has now placed itself in danger of the serious consequences called for in U.N. Resolution 1441. And this body places itself in danger of irrelevance if it allows Iraq to continue to defy its will without responding effectively and immediately."

Powell's second argument concerned the risk Saddam Hussein's government posed to the United States and its allies. Alleging that Iraq's "weapons can be connected to terrorist organizations that have no compunction about using such devices against innocent people around the world," Powell asserted that Al-Qaeda "could turn to Iraq for help in acquiring expertise on weapons of mass destruction." This potential has put the United States in grave danger, he suggested. "Given Saddam Hussein's history of aggression, given what we know of his grandiose plans, given what we know of his terrorist associations, and given his determination to exact revenge on those who oppose him, should we take the risk that he will not some day use these weapons at a time and the place and in the manner of his choosing at a time when the world is in a much weaker position to respond?" he asked. 

